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Chief Medical Officer Directorate 

Pharmacy and Medicines Division 

 

 
 

Dear Colleague 
 
COMMUNITY PHARMACY: AMENDMENTS TO THE 
BASE PAYMENT FOR NHS PHARMACY FIRST 
SCOTLAND SERVICE 
 
Purpose 
 
1. Circular PCA (P)(2021) 5 set out the arrangements for 

the settlement for pharmaceutical services for the period 
2020-21, including for NHS Pharmacy First Scotland. 
This circular advises of an amendment to the monthly 
base payment.  
 

Operations and Funding 
 
2. The Circular set out the three year community 

pharmacy funding package to cover financial years 

2020-21 to 2022-23. As part of this settlement, 

contractors were intended to receive a £1,250 monthly 

base payment for NHS Pharmacy First Scotland, with a 

reduction on this value over the three year settlement.  

 

3. In response to increased workloads due to the COVID-

19 pandemic, the Scottish Government, in agreement 

with Community Pharmacy Scotland (CPS), postponed 

any reduction in the value of the base payment until 

October 2021.     

 

4. Following a review of activity data, the Scottish 

Government has now agreed with CPS that the NHS 

Pharmacy First Scotland monthly base payment will be 

reset at £1,000, effective for the period 1st January 

2022 – 31st March 22.  

 

5. The base payment will be reviewed during the financial 

year 2022/23 based on latest data and further 

reductions applied.  

 

6. In line with the financial settlement, any quantum 

removed from the monthly base payment will be 

redistributed via the activity payment pot.     

 
 
 

08 December 2021 
______________________ 
Addresses 
 
For action 
NHS Board Chief Executives 
Director Practitioner Services, 
NHS NSS 
 
For Information 
NHS Directors of Pharmacy 
 
 
___________________ 
 
 
Enquiries to: 
 

Pharmacy Team 
Pharmacy & Medicines 
Division 
1st Floor East Rear 
St Andrew’s House 
EDINBURGH 
EH1 3DG 
 
 
Email:  
Pharmacyteam@gov.scot 
 
www.gov.scot 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2021(P)05.pdf
https://www.sehd.scot.nhs.uk/pca/PCA2020(P)15.pdf
http://www.gov.scot/
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Consultation  
 

7. Community Pharmacy Scotland has been consulted on the content of this circular.   
 

Action  
 
8. NHS Boards are asked to:  
 

 note the contents of this Circular   
 

 copy the contents of this Circular to community pharmacy contractors 
on their pharmaceutical list and Health and Social Care partnerships  

 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
 
Alison Strath 
Interim Chief Pharmaceutical Officer 
Pharmacy and Medicines Division 
 


