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PROVIDING THE PHARMACY FIRST PLUS SERVICE
Chief Executives, NHS Boards
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Purpose Director of Practitioner Service,
o _ NHS NSS

1. This Circular advises NHS Boards of the procedures

for community pharmacists who are qualified independent For information

prescribers (IPs) to obtain NHS prescription stationery for
use when providing the NHS Pharmacy First Plus service in
community pharmacies.

Chief Executive, NHS NSS

Background

Enquiries to:
2. NHS Circular PC;A (P)(ZQ_20)16 iIssued on 11 August Pharmacy Team
2020, enclosed a service specification for NHS Pharmacy 15t Floor East Rear
First Plus, a Pharmacist Independent Prescriber-led St Andrew’s House
common clinical conditions service which is arranged by EDINBURGH
local NHS Boards. EH13DG
3. To date, NHS Boards have taken different Email:
approaches to providing prescription stationery to PharmacyTeam@gov.scot
Pharmacist Independent Prescribers (PIPs) who are based
in community pharmacies. WWW.GOV.Scot
Detail
4, There is a desire to have a national approach to

providing prescription stationery to PIPs in community
pharmacies. The preferred model, as outlined below,
should be followed by NHS Board staff when placing orders
for stationery.

5. The prescription form GP10P should continue to be
ordered for PIPs who are based in community pharmacies.
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6. The PIP should apply to each NHS Board area for registration as an
independent prescriber where the PIP is providing the NHS Pharmacy First Plus
service.

7. Form PHS(P)3 should be completed with personal details and submitted to the
NHS Board for completion. https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Prescribing-
and-Medicines/Prescriber-Codes/_docs/PHS-P-3-Pharmacist.doc

8. Public Health Scotland (PHS) is the body responsible for allocating codes and
Practitioner Services Division (PSD) of NHS National Services Scotland (NHS NSS)
supplies the prescription stationery once ordered. PIPs will be issued with a prescriber
code for use when prescribing under the NHS Pharmacy First Plus service for each
NHS Board area they work in.

9. Prescription pads will be issued to PIPs. The prescriber code will be linked to
a generic NHS Board address so that the stationery can be used in multiple community
pharmacies within the NHS Board area. PIPs will not be issued with a separate
prescription pad for every community pharmacy premises where they are providing
the NHS Pharmacy First Plus service. Prescription pads are ordered centrally by NHS
Board authorised contacts to PSD fortnightly, in line with a scheduled print run and
orders are usually delivered within 4 weeks of ordering.

10.  On receipt of a request for registration as PIP the NHS Board should:

e confirm that the pharmacist is recognised by the General Pharmaceutical
Council as an independent prescriber;

e request a prescriber code from the eVADIS team at PHS. Requests
should be completed on the form PHS(P)3 submitted by the PIP and
signed by an authorised NHS Board signatory.

e on receipt of the PIP’s prescriber code, complete the pharmacist
independent prescriber order form (PSD GP10P) and send this to PSD. A
copy of form PSD GP10P is at Annex A of this Circular.

A flowchart summarising this process is attached at Annex B.

11. PSD will arrange printing of the prescription pads and deliver these to the NHS
Board for onward transmission to the relevant PIP.

12.  We would recommend that NHS Boards establishing the service should retire
the current PIP codes and request new codes and stationery for PIPs to use for NHS
Pharmacy First Plus. Prescription pads currently in use by PIPs in community
pharmacies should be used up before moving to the new arrangements for NHS
Pharmacy First Plus, before resigning any old codes, ordering a new code and
stationery.

13.  Asthe prescription pads stating the prescriber code are linked to a generic NHS
Board address, NHS Boards will be able to monitor and report on prescribing activity
for the PIP across all community pharmacies in the NHS Board area where the service
is provided by using the prescriber code.
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14. NHS Boards will also be able to monitor provision of the service based on
dispensing activity for NHS Pharmacy First Plus prescriptions dispensed at a
community pharmacy. It is expected that the majority of NHS Pharmacy First Plus
prescriptions would be dispensed at the community pharmacy where the prescription
was issued.

15. Community Pharmacy Scotland and NHS NSS has been consulted on the
contents of this Circular.

Action
Health Boards are asked to note the contents of this Circular and to bring it to

the attention of community pharmacy contractors on their Pharmaceutical Lists,
Health and Social Care Partnerships and Area Pharmaceutical Committees.

Yours sincerely

Alison Strath
Interim Chief Pharmaceutical Officer
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ANNEX A

PsD3 GPLOP

INDEFENDENT/SUFFLEMENTARY FHARMACIST PRESCRIBER ORDEE FOEM GF10F
TO BE COMFLETED BY AUTHORISED SIGNATOEY AND EETUENED TO:

Practitioner and Counter Frand Services, 3 Bain Square, Livingston, EHS4 TD)
Tel: 01506 705101 Emgail: NS5 psd-pscriber-stamryiambs scot

Flease tick sppropriste box

Supplementary Prescriber I:I

Prescriber Code for
Frinciple Fractice GFRC No.

Independent Prescriber I:I
(Health Board cipher only if part printed)

Part Primted Pads I:I
SURNAME: ..o, INITIALS: ... )
Address to be printed on pads:
FPost Code

NO OF PADS (Minimum 4)

Approved address for delivery of pads: NHS BOARD

PostCodes ...
Signed Authorised Signatory
Name (Block Capitalsy
Telephone Number: SUUUOTOTRURIORO | - -

Fersion 3— 200052020
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ANNEX B
Pharmacist Independent Prescribing: Pharmacy First Scotland Plus Service

Pharmacist Independent Prescriber (PIP)

Requests Community Pharmacist Practitioner Registration or Change of Circumstances
Form PHS(P)3 from NHS Board or download form from
https://www.isdscotland.org/Health-Topics/Prescribing-and-Medicines/Prescriber-
Codes/_docs/PHS-P-3-Pharmacist.doc

Completes personal details and sends completed form to NHS Board.

|

NHS Board

Authenticates information provided. NHS Board sends completed form to the eVADIS
Team within PHS at phs.evadis@phs.scot

Individual Prescribers - Please note that completed forms should be sent to your NHS
Board for approval, not directly to PHS.

|

PHS
Allocates prescriber code, confirms registration and registers prescriber with eVADIS.

Notifies the NHS Board of the prescriber code.

|

NHS Board

NHS Board sends completed GP10P Prescription Order Form to PSD at nss.psd-pscriber-
statnry@nhs.scot.

Prescription forms can only be ordered by an authorised NHS Board contact.

l

PSD

PSD arranges printing of prescription pads to a designated NHS Board Stores Department.
Orders are usually delivered within 4 weeks of ordering.

NHS Board

Receives prescription pads and distributes these direct to the prescriber.
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